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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MONTEV 02262 130406Z 
ACTION AGRE-00 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 TRSE-00 COME-OO CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 ARA-14 AID-05 /038 W 

117931 140514Z/20 

R 121623Z JUL78 
FM AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6806 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

UNCLAS MONTEVIDEO 2262 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, EPAP, ETRD, UY 

SUBJECT: CCC SUPPORTED BID TO SUPPLY GOU WITH U.S. POTATOES 

REF: STATE 170631 

1 . IN RECENT GOU TENDER FOR POTATOES, FIRMS FROM ARGENTINA, 

POLAND AND THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY WERE AWARDED 
DIFFERENT PORTIONS OF THE BID AT AN AVERAGE PRICE OF $142.50 
PER TON (FINANCING 180 DAYS). ONLY ONE U.S. FIRM, MARVIN 
BERRY & CO. OF CALIFORNIA, PARTICIPATED, MAKING AN OFFER OF 
30,000 TONS AT $262.00 PER TON, OR NEARLY DOUBLE THE AVERAGE 
FOR SUCCESSFUL BIDS. THE BID WAS TO BE CCC FINANCED AT 

8.5 PERCENT FOR 12 MONTHS. 

2. COMMENT: THE LARGE PRICE DIFFERENTIAL, OFFSETTING THE 
MORE FAVORABLE CREDIT TERMS, MADE THE SOLE U.S. OFFER NON- 
COMPETITIVE. 
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Expiration: 
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